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AN UNFOLDI NG, CHALLENGI NG 2 0 0 7 

I f you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if 
any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy 
complete, by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 

The more one reads these verses of Paul found in Philippians 2:1-2, it becomes more and more 
apparent how hard it is for churches to achieve them:   

 

Being like-minded. 

 

Having the same love. 

 

Being one in spirit and purpose.  

These are the verses chosen as the key verses to take La Iglesia Cristiana “Jesús es EL CAMINO”  
forward in 2007.  If we as a church are to be Jesus’  body, we need to learn how to be a 
“Philippians 2:1-2 church”—taking on God’s mindset, God’s love, and God’s spirit and purpose.  
It’s contrary to human nature and to culture, no matter the country.  Secondly, many of our 
members have never been in a church that actually practiced the words of these two verses.  
Reminds one of the popular television show “Extreme Make-over” !!   Ha Ha    As you lift us up in 
prayer this year, please remember what we attain to be and intend to be.  We are learning and 
we are growing. 
    

STEPPING FORWARD 

Our February/March newsletter mentioned some main focuses of the church this year, including 
the strengthening of families and marriages, putting in place elders and deacons, leadership 
development sessions with leaders, teachers, and ministry coordinators, spiritual growth, a deeper 
approach to prayer, and the purposeful discipleship of teens and adults.  The following five steps 
are being put in place to help achieve those focuses and to help us develop in other areas as well. 
          

Iglesia Cristiana "Jesús Es EL CAMINO" 
(The "Jesus Is THE WAY" Christian Church) 

Jack Swanson  : Jack@ChileMission.Org

  
Janine Swanson: Janine@ChileMission.Org

  

Katie Hayden:       Katie@ChileMission.Org

  

WEB SITE:                www.ChileMission.Org

   

DCCC Chile Mission: 425 Exchange  University Park  IL  60466  
Chile Address: Casilla 90  La Cisterna 14  Santiago  Chile  ph #626-771-0492   

http://www.ChileMission.Org


Formation of core prayer team & ministry

 
All churches worldwide have members and groups within them that pray.  But what about the 
church-wide burden for prayer?  Acts 1:14, 42-43;  4:23-24, 31;  12:11-12;  and 13:2-3  give us 
clear examples of the power of such prayer when combined with God’s purposes.  In the coming 
months, we are looking to form a solid prayer foundation to build upon.  This effort will be 
coordinated by two persons, Jack and Carolina.  She is a new member and committed prayer 
warrior who understands the priority and place that prayer must be given in Jesus’ church.  

The ministry and work of the prayer team will be one of on-going education and action that will 
include calls to “fast” as a church together.  The goal is that every single member of the church 
grow in his or her understanding of prayer and have the opportunity to practice what they learn.       

The first Christians understood that the battle (as Paul reminds us) is a wholly spiritual one.  They 
also understood that the work of the Holy Spirit and thus, of the church as well, was to make 
Jesus Christ known and followed.  They gave their all toward that end, and prayer was a main 
tool.  We can do no less than follow their example.     

Formation of core elder/leadership team

 

The church is also in the process of forming a core leadership team.  Five men were invited to our 
house on Saturday, May 12.  All came, including Luis A. (Katie’s husband), Richard (our worship 
leader), Luis C. (Richard’s father), Oscar (teaches the adult Sunday school class), and Ivan 
(teaches the teen class on Sundays and disciples some of the teen-age boys).  Luis, Richard, and 
Ivan are all around thirty years old, with Luis and Ivan both coming out of a Christian 
Church/Church of Christ background.  These are good men that love the Lord and are committed 
to the church.  Many aspects of what this responsibility means and represents were discussed, 
each man taking home with him passages of Scripture and points to consider.  The family 
situation of each plays an important part as well.  Thus, Jack will be meeting separately with each 
man and his wife to look at the commitment needed.  

Jack will also be a part of the team, guiding it this first year--a year that will serve as a “trial” 
period for each man.  Please pray for this important step forward, as while it marks the beginning 
of a new stage for the church, it also in itself will take time to develop.  In general, this culture is 
one of territorialism, machismo, and power-seeking.  It is also one where the pastor of a church 
generally wields all authority and control.  We are working at breaking that mold.   

On Saturday, June 9, we six men will be meeting with the leadership team of a sister Chilean 
Church of Christ/Christian Church, established roughly ten years ago.  They are a team of five—
three pastors and two other elders—and more importantly, they are men worth emulating.   
    

Formation of written core identity

 

We are a “New Testament” Christian church, meaning that the Bible is our only guide and Jesus is 
our only head.  We also claim important principles of the Restoration Movement as our own, such 
as:   

 

We are not the only Christians, but we are only Christians. 

 

Where the Bible speaks, we speak.  Where the Bible is silent, we are silent. 

 

In essentials, unity.  In non-essentials, liberty.  And over everything, love.  

The key, of course, is the conversion of the world to God through Jesus. 



  
This type of church is relatively unknown in Chile, which makes it even more important to be able 
to say what we believe and stand for.  Having a written clear core identity will give unity and 
strength to our membership and leadership alike.  We have been preaching, teaching, and 
practicing these principles all along.  Now the church’s own leadership must take ownership of 
them.   

Formation of core direction and design of ministries

 

After these two years of existence and growth, it is also necessary to put into writing the core 
directions that our ministries need to head in and the form that the ministries need to be in to 
best accomplish those main directions and purposes.   I t’s an affirming, but challenging stage to 
be at, as the ministry teams themselves will wrestle with this task in light of a bigger picture, so 
to speak.  It also means thinking beyond the year at hand.  This step should help in building 
encouragement and cohesiveness between individual ministries.   

Formation of corporation

 

This is a subject that includes over two years of frustrated attempts and delays.  We sincerely 
hope to be at the point this year of forming legal by-laws and a board so that we can have a legal 
identity to operate under.  This will mean being able to receive tax-free contributions and 
shipments from outside of Chile, as well as present proposed projects before the government for 
approval and/or possible funding.  

We still need to decide how to best structure our corporation to enable us to accomplish what we 
need to and may want to in the future.  The laws that govern churches in Chile are also in 
constant change.  In looking back, we can see reasons for not moving ahead earlier.  We now 
again ask God to bless this step forward.          

CONSTRUCTION  

Thank you again for your prayer and financial faithfulness that enable us to go forward 
construction-wise.  With decreased manpower (Humberto left in February), we continue to make 
slower, but steady progress.  We are now projecting to finish our site construction sometime in 
the first half of 2008, instead of by the end of 2007.  We try to take periodic photos to put on the 
website (www.chilemission.org).  At the moment, we are trying to update the site and make 
needed changes to it, so thank you for your patience.   

MISSION TEAM  

As of now, our mission team consists of Luis & Katie and Jack & Janine.  We work well together, 
each within our own work “niche”—Luis & Katie primarily with teens and young adults, Jack with 
the church as a whole and with certain ministries and specific outreaches more than others, and 
Janine with the site, construction, mission finances and other tasks, and with food preparation.  
At the same time, we periodically review our roles and responsibilities to better accomplish what 
we need to.  Luis works three days a week full-time in the site construction and two days per 
week in the work of the church (one of those paid by the church and the other donated by him). 

http://www.chilemission.org


ODDS & ENDS  

First Christian Church of King, NC came in March, Broadway Christian Church (Mattoon, IL) was 
here in April, and we now await the teen-filled group of First Christian Church in Tuscola, IL in 
July.  Naperville Christian Church (IL) is due to visit in September.  Have YOU  been here yet?  As 
we mentioned in our last newsletter, 2008 is wide open!! 
   
Much love, in a photogenic JESUS— 
Jack & Janine and the Chile Mission Team  
        

                               

 

            Janine and Broadway Christian doing a                    “Special music” at Mothers’ Day church brakfast  
                               school devotional 

                                     

 

                      Jack, Janine, Katie, and Luis                                        Back row:  Oscar, Jack, Luis, and Katie        
          Center: Miriam, Natalia, Paula, Carola, and Carolina 

                                                                                                                                  Ront row: Ivan and Richard  

                                              


