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JUNE/JULY HIGHLIGHTS

June and July have been anything but slow. This year they’ve contained our two-month
intern experience and one-week trip with them to be with the Church of Christ in Arica
(northernmost city in Chile), furlough planning, all of the church’s ministries in full
swing, two “plaza” (park) events for neighborhood children, a special Father’s Day
breakfast, a “teaching English” seminar designed and held for Chilean English teachers
from area schools, 4™ of July fiesta for the church, a prayer/fasting evening vigil, special
night of entertainment put on for the church by the teens, five baptisms, two-week VBS
during Chile’s two-week mid-year winter school break, and Janine’s & Jayme’s departure
for California. I, Jack, am due to fly from Santiago on the evening of August 1.

In the meantime, our construction is moving along a bit more slowly, mainly with less labor costs.
We would like to continue at the present rate, but your financial help is crucial for this. Extra one-
time support gifts will thus be necessary (and very much appreciated) if we are to be able to finish
our construction at the ministry site without having to cut back significantly on progress made on the
remaining duplex (currently beginning on the second floor).

ARICA

Six of us—four interns, Katie, and Jack—traveled to Arica in June. The trip in bus took approximately
thirty hours, but was well worth it. The Church of Christ there, planted almost one and one half
years ago, is small in number (between fifteen and twenty people) but enthusiastic and positive
about its future. New people, including some neighbors, are beginning to regularly participate in
Sunday worship, and solid new progress is being made with area children and teens.

Four Chilean young people have also come to the church from other parts of Chile to be
discipled by Pastor José Carlos and to help in the church’s outreaches. The trip made a
deep impression on all four interns, giving us all joy and awe at how God continues to
work wherever he is followed and served in love and commitment.
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Speaking of young churches that are enthusiastic and positive about their future, our
church here continues to grow and be shaped by God in different ways. There exists a
certain sense of uncertainty and loss over our up-coming absence while home on
furlough until January, not only on the church leadership level but also as a prayer
burden of ours, being far away (at least physically). At the same time our ministry style
of leadership in pairs is solidifying and there is a growing sense of unity, strength and
potential. Between the children’s ministry and youth group, continued monthly events
in our neighborhood park are also scheduled between now and the end of the year. Our
recent two-week (three afternoons per week) VBS was excellent, with an average
attendance in the upper twenties. The VBS was planned and coordinated by our interns-
-an OUTSTANDING job!!

Of the five persons baptized on July 15, two (Luis and Julia) are from a different
background that had never been baptized by immersion, as was always done in New
Testament times. Two others (Daniela and Stefania) are teenage sisters whose family
are strong Christians and new members of the church, and one (Jorge) is the father of
Roberto, Jayme’s friend from school (he was baptized in March and is an active member
of our youth group).

Finally, Scott and Ellen, a couple from New Hampshire, blessed us by including us in a
four-week trip they are taking through South America. They stayed with a neighboring
Chilean family for one and one half weeks and, while here, they conducted workshops
on teaching English for us and for Chilean English teachers from area schools. Five area
teachers attended, giving us new contacts in those schools. Both Scott and Ellen are
certified TESL teachers, and Ellen is also a professional linguist. They were very
impacted by their time with us, and also left their mark on us through their unselfish
giving act of service and love. They hope to return again in future years.
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CONSTRUCTION

A significant step forward in the construction of the remaining duplex at the front of the
ministry site took place with the forming and pouring of its second floor in July. What a
job, using eighty 40 Ib bags of cement, a seeming ton of gravel and sand, and ten of us
guys. It took two and one half days and left a very satisfying feeling of gratitude and
appreciation in each and every one of us who helped.



It's amazing for us to see how far we’ve come in the construction of ministry site
buildings begun a fu Il five years ago. With less than a year and one half to go to
complete it, the light at the end of this particular tunnel is beginn ing to show



